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FORMALL hn ; 
OR, 
 Thedeſcription of a true and falſe chriſtian, either excy2 ' * 
 ſing,or accuſing him, for his pions, or pretended 
converſation. 

Shewing that there is a powerfull godlynes neceſſary to ſalt 

vation,and that many have but the forme, but notthe = 

power thereof. 


In handling whercof 


| Theſethree things are plainely C what godlines 7s, 
' and powerfully explained and<4 what the power of it. 
_ applyed. what the reaſons why 
ſome have but the forme thereof. together with the meanes, 
and marks both how to attaine, and to try our ſelves 
whether we have the power thereof or not. 


_ By that late faithfulland worthy Miniſter of Ieſus 
Chriſt, Ionun PaxrsroON. 
Door in divinity, Chaplaine in ordinary to his Majeſtic, Maſter of 
Emmanuel Colledge in Cambridge,a1d ſometimes preacher of 
Lincolnes Inne. 


' Not every one that ſaith unto mee Lord, Lord. ſhall enter into the king«. 
dome of Heaven, but he that doth the will of my Father 
| Which is in Heaven, Mathe 7. 21, © 
Pare religion, and undefiled before God, and the Father u this, toviſit 
the Fatherles and Widowes intheir afflictions,and to keep 
himſelfe un{potted of the World, james. 1. 27. 


| EDINBVRGH Printed by Iohn Wreittoun, 1632: 


* 


deat ch 


TI 


{hs 


OO IT Oe pr CO as Is BUNS 2 es EIU EN 


03 HD Lowe. 6a tte RODS. ed nat 


IO AM 25 2 Fe 22 MOLE. ETA A AO + ORE Pg rr OI IRE 


= 
CS 8A.” te 12k are FU res oct Neon dh LACK: 


Wy" OC 0-0 CET ne ts ——_ 


» 


— 


3z 


—_ 
” 


pr 


& 


—_—— r= —_—_ . - X 


» 


Sh So fede di i Sade bh AH 


2. Timothic. 3. Chap. 5. verſe. 


Having 4 forme of godlineſſe but denyin ; 
the power thereof. : Ms -d@ 


BY R Apoſtle Saint Pa»l doth in theſe wordes give uSa part 


 bringeth them in by way of prevention or objeion or an= 


| Gvere to an objection, as if ſome ſhould-wonder that there ſhould be 


ſuch kind of perſons in the Church, as he in the former verſes had de= 


ſcribed, {overors, boaiers,proud, blaſphemerr, diſcebedient to parents, 


nnthankfall, wnboly, &c. doctheſe live as the Church doc? Doe theſe 
rctainethe Sacraments, and the like. Yes faith the Apoſtle, zhey doe, 
wee carngt deny it only this, they have a forme:of goalineſſe, but &c, So 


| that the point of doctrine ariſing trom hence,doth plainly app eare c« 
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though offered to God. in regard that menfce that God is thegover- | 
nour ofthe world, that hee harh the keyes of heaven, and earth, and 


ven at the firſt ſight to bee this , v1z. | 
Thatthere is @ pv werfull godlineſſe neceſaric to ſalyation,and that 


| many have butgacforme, bat uot. the power thereof, 


Now there bee three thinges ) what godlineſſe is, 
_ to bee explained 1n opening ) what the power thereof is; 
_ ofthisdofrine, to ſhei-- the reaſons why many have 
no more but rhe forme thereof. ps 3 be 
For the firſt that you may the better conceaye what Goalineſſe is, 
I will firſt how you what it is not. , -: 
Firſt chenit is not bare nature, but that godlizeſſe which God requi= 
reth of all men is more thenſo, God indeed hath commanded narure, 
yeacven corrupt nature to bring foorth many fruitsof godlineſſe , as 
much abſtinence from.-pleafure, much patience, much temperance,and 
ſuch like, which are all. very beautifull in their owne Spheares,but be- 
cauſe they come not from G O D,, nor his Spirit of ſanifying, or be=" 
cauſe they have no reſpe& of God, therefore they are not god/ynes,nci- 
ther doth God regard them. 


Secondly, it is not theaRtof religion proceeding from ſelfe love, 


LA 


men may doe much to God for ſuch reſpects, nfing him as a bridoe 


to g<tto heaven by making them/clves the utmoſt ends and therefore 


'A2 this 


P ofa deſcription of wicked men in the latter times, and hee 
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Thedeforme forme 
this is not godlneſſe,bur whatis it then you will tay? why. 

Thirdly it is a divine grace 1ofuſed into the ſouteby God, whereby 
a man followes God, loves him,maeriyfics him,ſets him up in his heart 


 aboveall,and manifeſteth this 1n his life,and the whole cvurſe of it,do- 


ingall for him and to him,and it 1s thus wrought'-when theccreature 


comes to ſee -no beauty in-himſelfe,and no hdp in himſelfe, and fith 
God is full of all beauty,and all excellency, and ali power, able to att» 
{were ourideltres, tinevery thing, when he comes to ſce, andiconſider 
this,then he begins to ſet up God in his heart, as the Ivy havirg no 


roote cleaves faſter to the tree,ſo.likewitſe doth he only to God, feing 
that he cannor ſubſiſtof himſelfe,and when he comes to ſee that he de- 
peads on him for all things,he will doe all things for him, becauſe that 
all ace from-him. whereas before ſeing ſome thing in himſelte,he mags 
niced- himfelte, andſo withdrew himſclte, and his heart from 
G'O D. | Tu 
__-  » AndſoIcometothe next particular. © | 

Secondly what 1smeant bythe power of Godlyneſſe,and for that you 
ſhall know there is a Goalynes, which is not only in words and com- 
plements,bur in deed and truth, for it not onely puts upona man a. 


 waſhie colour of perteRion, but dyes his heart in grate in holyncſle, 


and it differs fromthe other in five things. 
Firſt. Jt is done in the Power ,when itis not the bare piture, where 
there are not only:the outward lincamentsof naturegbut when there is 


forme and life init,and thar'you ſhall know whena man needesnot to bee called 
power of onto good duetics, but thwe - a naturall principle of life in him, 


whereby hee doth them with facilitie,and conſtancie,as naturall aRti- 
ons of life, when likewiſe hee doth growe in them, for where their is 
life, there is alſo growth, and when hee doth likewife deſire that 
which may teede it, as the other meanes, which may ſtrengthen him 


 anthe doing of it, as ifa man hayelife he deſireth meat aud ſleepe,and 


when as there 1s life, then the workes that come from a man are not 
dead works, and then you havethe power of godlineſſe, it is not a 
faſhion only. 
Secondly it isnot trae but counterfeit, when itis like the true but not 
the ſame, but wants ſome particular property,that 1s to be found inthe 
true,as that whichis counterfeit balfſame, which is like the true, bur 


_ ants the power of healing, and(ſo likewiſea connterfeit drug, and a 


counterfeit jewel which wants that property, whichthe true hath, & 
the wantof this you ſhall finde in theulſe,and in the wearing,as a rot- 
tel bow 1s foundto be rotten when the arrow is drawne to rhe head, 


3 — 
| \ 


Of a formall profeſſion | 
& ſo if a mans goa/ynes be counterfeit, & he unſound, it will be difcoye« 
red in the wearing or 1n ſome particulat caſe, when he is put to 1t, or 
trycd,a lerweller will find /outthe propertie ofa lewell,but an ordina- 
rie man can notdoe it,but by uſe and the wearing, to inſtance in ſome 

_ particular partsof goa/ynes, the love of Gud ifit be truegit hath theſe 
properties, that a man loves the brethren, for how canſt thou love an * ' 
1mmateriall holineſle in God; which is ſtampt upon the creature like 
thy {clte, ſo. ltkewiſt-reirude;and uprightnefle of heart,tryeitby this 
propertie, which our Saviour Chrift makes of it, grations (preches;. 
Chriſt faith that that which1s predominant in the heart, the mouth 
w1ll be full of; ſo for keeping of the commandements, if in trueth they * 
have this properly, that they will not bee grievous. they will do them. 
with a naturall delight,and inward-willingness ſo for taking of Chritt 
by faith, every man believeth hee doth ſo, but our Saviour Chriſt try- 
cth it by this, Goe {e/{ all that thou haFt, and thou ſhalt have treaſure 
ﬆ heaven, and ſo mayeſt thou trye thy ſelfe when thou art put to it 
by lofſſe of goods, or credit or otherwife,.” + 

_ Thirdly,[t is in the power whenit.is ſtrong ,arid not weake, when: 

a man hath,power: and {trengrh 'in doing good dueties, and heereby 
many are diſcovered, who have good purpoſes onely, which though. 
chey be heartic inthem for atime;yet they want power and ſtrength, 
and this isthe caſe of many which bce in the Church, who though 
they have the knowlegde of the word of God,and approve thetruth 
intheir conſciences, deſiring to be'faved by the pratiſe of it, and fo _ 
take up many good purpoſes, which yet come to nothing, be- 
cauſe they want power and {trength, conſider therefore if thou haſt 
power and ſtrength to performe thy purpoles, and then thou haſt the 
power of Goalynes, but notels. _ | 2#40 7: 

Many will fay, I am but fleſhand blood, and what will you have 
me to doe?now here wants the power,as-you may ſee in the filth cha- 
pter of Moſes called Demt,from the 7.ve. to the 29.the people there 
laid to Moſerthat what the Lord foould ſpeak to him they Would doe it | 
they faid then what they thought, and what they meant and minded, 
andthe Lord faith of them, O that there were ſuch an beart in them, 
that they Would feare mee, and heepe my commandements. &c, they 
wanted] the power though they made good purpoſes. 

' Fourthly, Ifrhou wouldeſt knowe whether thy god/ynefſe bee in 

*the power or no,fee whether thou haſt not only the ſhaddow of.ir but 
the lub{tance,for theig is a ſhadow withche ſubſtance as 1kthou pray 
there is a formall doing of it, which 1s as the ſhaddow, but to pray in 

the holy Ghoſt, got inthe voice of thy owne ſpirit bucoutot Goas 
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is OO Thedeformedforms 
1 _ ewnefpirit, but of Gods, not ourof memorie or wit, but ont of 
thy heacr,andthat an heart ſanRified by the Spirit of adoption,this is 
the ſabſtance, and fo for to heare for knowledge only that is the ſha» 
dow,bur to hearc for praftiſe that is rhe ſubſtance,a ad fo againe ſor us 
to preach the Goſpell, forto doe it, becauſe neccffitie is laid upon us, 
aad there's a woe denounced againſt us if weedoe it not, as faith our 
Apoſtic of himſelfe, there is the ſhadow, but topreach with power, and 
authoritie, and not as the Scribes aud Phariſes with the enticengwords of 
mans wiſaome, this is the ſubſtance. PR” | 
 Fifthly and finally, Iris in thepower when as a man goeth tho« 
rough thework, a thing is ſaid to bein thepoWer when it is effeAuall, 
wheaaman bringeth it toanend, and doth 1t not by halfes.ſo ſome be 
| | gin indeede, bur then they leave the worke in the rudiments, but ifa 
(| man haue the power hee will breake rhrough all difficultics, hee will 
'B Icape overall till hee hath wroxght ont his ſalvation with feare and 
[| trembling, - 
Fl  Andthus having difpatchtthe eWo former particulars, I haſtento 
E gon Py laſt ofthe premiles. © IS 
Thirdly,the reaſons why ſome haye but the forme?and not the power 
and they are eſpecially theſe. > ES 
Firſt, becauſe 1t is moſt eaſie, but the powey 1s a matter of more diffi- 
Reaſon! culry,for the former, itdothnot cal upon a_ man to cut off his righe 
ad 2 ws hand,to pluck out his right eye, and to deny bimſelfe in things neareſt, 
| gur the anddeareſt unto him.as the power doth, for it requyres aman ſhould - 
\ forms, take paines ingooddauties,and goe throughontinthem, not to omit or 
_——___  \lighttheleaſtofchem, inthe leaſt mealure that may bee, or tolye in 
| Knowne (ins, and farther 1t requires a man ſhould doe this from day 
today,and that whenit croſſes the fleſh mot, this is an hard laying, 
and cauſed many, thatthey would no longer abide with Chriſt,they 
: were willing to obey the forme but not the poWer, Wes 
Secondly, becauſethis power breeds hatred, and oppoſition in the 
world,& the world willcrofle it again,now then when a man may res, 
taine the former, and hold tn with the world, a man may bee ofthe 
If world (till, and the world will love his owne, whereas the power maks. 
I: them eAntipodestoall the world, this makes many care for no more | 
\ but the forme: fir for this purpoſe is that place Wiid 2.12, where the 
_ wngodly fay of the righteous on this wiſe, theſe mens lives ave contrary. 
* to onrs, and their doings reprove our thoughts, therefore let as oppreſſe BD 
3 them.and Chriſt rels us we n{tlook for no other, faying,We ſhall Je 
Þþi hated of all men for h:snames {aks and itis no calie matter to haveall 
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Of aformall profe (ſon 
Men- 1n-contention With us, this then is another reaſon heereof, 
Thirdly, becanſc it is enough to ſerve a mans turnes, for his unre- 
geaecrate ends,for men having a naturall conſcience, whereof they 
.muſt ſtop the mouth,and it being wyjudicious,and not able to judge of 
the power of godlynes,chey are ſatisfied with the forme, as now when 
Children are way ward and:wrangling, becauſe we know they are not 
| Judicious,weegive them Nutts,not goldor filyer to ſtill themyjand ic - 
ſerves.their turnes as well.ſo 1s it heere in the naturall: conſcience, ir 
dothjudge the forme to be enough to.caryaman to heaven, and who 
. would doe more then he needs mult. 244 | 
- Fourthly becauſe if men have but the form of godlynes,Satantroubls rhe 
-not,nor the fleſh,but Satan, (for he knowes1r will bring them to hea» _ 
ven)when mea labour forthe poWer,of godlynes, and goe on any fur- 
ther than the forme,then he hath the power of hell again{tthem, and 
he keepes a great buſſcling; with them to hinder them what he can, 
.andſo doth the ficſhtoo; but it will nor reſiſt the forme, for. that will 
Nt:nd with a mays.luſts,bur it he be divided againſt himſelfe he cannot 
"endure it,as to deny a friend or a ſtranger if. he be importunate is a 
Shard matter,but to deny a mans wiſethar lyes in his boſome, if ſhee 
be earneſt is more difficult, but to deny a mans ſelfe when he is impor-- 
runate with himſclfe is moſt difizalc,and yet.this you. muſt doe, if you 
Have the power of it. Now. to deny the poWer of it, is when it islaid 0- 
pen to menand offered,they. with {tubborneneſle of will refiſt aud de- 
ny it. 7 
+ Ando much for the opening of the words, now for the folding of 
_. themup againe,and from the firſt what godlyneſſe is: 
| Lerus learne not ro deceave ourſelves, for it 1snot (as I told you) 
vaturali or morall yertues onely,no nor the doing of the ations of re- 
ligion,a man making himſelſe his utmoſt ends therin,content not your 
ſelvestherefore with any thing that is not'godlyncſfke, let mee ſpeake 
unto you as Peter to the diſperſed brethren, whereafterthat he had 
reckoned up many vertues,patience, knoWledge,temperance.8&c.he bids 
| them addeto alltheſe god/ynes,as if hee had faid all the reſt are nor a- 
| _ vaileablennlefſe you have godlynes al{o,ſce therefore that all theſe bee 
| godljaes, that is that they all come from bim,and looke to him,for 
this is the nature of god/ynes to come to the wells head, and to ſearch: 
higher then nature. to have another Alpha, and Omega, of all that is 
PF MA thin us,or that cc mes from us,than what 1s within us ofour ſelves. 
"<Angdthenagaine if wee bee to preach toothers, wee ſhould learne to 


preach Chriſt and God, that is to iaforce all as from.them androthem, 
Ent — M | not: 
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__ aildoe come from God,and looke to God and fo all youthat are hears, 


ramen 1: 1 il gcformea mee 
not oaly to exhort to morall vertues, with ſuch inſtruAions as may be. 
tak} out of Seneca or Plutarch(thoghthele have their uſe & place)bur 
as oat of the Scriptarer,let Chriſt & God come in, and ſhew you how 


ers, be ſure all you doe be godtynes, that is comming from God, and 
rending to him, for motions have theic denominations from their term. 
«ns 44u0,and from their ends as that is called c alefazon,that tendsro | 
zate,{ois that truely god/ynes that tends to God, and hath reſpeRt un- | 
to him,as now a ſtudent, whea he ſtudies and rakes pains in his books | 
{ce whether thou doſt it for thy ſelfe or for thy creddir, or doeſt thom | 
make God thy utmoſt end,examine thy heart, and examine jc narrows | 
ly:and fee likewiſe youare exerciſed in other callings, doe yondoe {| 
them that you may doe good to mankinde in them, as a ſervant thit | 
uſes his ralerr to his maſters ſervice,then is this god/ynes, loif you eat | 
or drink,or recreat yourſelves,doc you doe it that you may doe gootl 
better;as men. whert their ſythes thatthey may mowe the better, then 
this is aifo godlynes, for it tends to God and godlynes,. * + bY 
But you will fay,doe-you altogether condeinne naturall, and moral 
vertues? malt they do nothing,yes you ſhal have this uſe of them, that 
they will helpe as wrnde to drive the ſhip, only it is gealynes is the 
rudder guides it;and aymes at the right haven,as for example; you a 
commanded to loye yourchildren,and your wives, you are bound 
. doe this,if you had no naturallaffetions 19 you, - only baving theſe at- | 
- ſeRions in you, you doe it with morecaſe, els you muſt drive the ſhip 
with oares, wheras now the wind fills the fails, & you:do it with more 
facility,and caic,and folikewiſe youare bound to-be patient and meek 
and you muſt be ſo,though your natures be not {o, - butif your natures 


a 


be fo, you may the morecafily beſo,yet ſo as godlienes mult fet the co- 
paſle,and ſteere the ſhip, morrall vertues are like good horſes, that 
draw the Chariot, bur god/ynes is the eAwriga,the {ogchman without 
which take the molt excellent things,that nature is capable of, it 
It be not guided by it,the Lord regardsthem not,for God regards no- 

_ thing but that which drawes the creatures unto him, but now merall 
wcrtues makes usre{t upon our owne bottoms, and fo likewiſe all 
things whatſoever they bee that beautyfethe fleſh,for God wil have 


Cort, 29, NO fleſh toglorific in itfelte, vxt let him that glories glory in the Lord, 
Nay I add more,take the graces of theſpirit,wherewith God adornes 
his faintszas an husband doth his wife with jewels, if you magny filly 
them you doe fo mach withdraw your hearts from God, therefore mn 
hcavcnitls faid theres neither,Sunne, nor Moone,nozy yyhat is that? 
a ther 
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there is no excellencie in any creature that is magnified there, but God 

is All in ally hee is Sunne and Moone, and therefore inthe Revelation 

of Saint /ob3 it is faid,and faid ro their honour, it is made their worth 

that they give allto God. glory & power be to our Goal for everthey fal cap y; 

on their ſaces,throw down their crowns,thouph created gorow crea 

|  fures,yct when'the evill eſngells began to refleAupon t emfelves, & 

| was their ruine,they fell from GOD, for the creature ofit ſelfe. islike 

| a glaſſe without a bottome, if it commeth to ſtand upon its owne 

| botrome, it falls, and breakes, and fo the Angells when they would 

ſtandof themſelves, they fell downe to the loweſt pitt, and therefore 

of all graces labour for emptying graces, as faith and /ove, for theſe 

give all unto God, nothing'to mans ſelfe, and therefore they arethe a} 

great graces inreligion which yon muſt chiefly labour for | 
Secondly, from thatthere isa poWer in goalineſſe, if itbee ſuch a po= 

werſall a thing ( as you haue heard it 1s) then this may ferye to com< 

fort us, inthe wayes ofit. Whereſoever ir is in tructh, there it is in po» | 

Wer, ſay that thou haſt ſach a light that thou canſt not belteye,rhat bee | : 

| ſhchroades asthat thon canſt norwalke by them, yet if thou ha ſt god. i. Corry 

tmeſſe thou ſhalt beeableto overcome, for the kingdome' ofGod confiſtes 

'in power, as it is faide, when. GOD commeth to dwell in 

auy mans | heart , hee ſendeth Godlinefſe” into it , which 

ruies in'it as a KING in his' Kingdome, thinke therefore of 

it as of Morarches as eAlexander was, or thoſe which Daniel ſpea-. 

keth of, which carry all beforeir, it bringeth in everie thought into 

ſubjeion, aad therefore alſo the /pr3t is called a /pirir of power, and « Tim,i,tt 

it you have'goa/ine ſe, it comimeth from the ſpirit, and therefore is ac = 

compatied with power, and therefore Chriſtis faid to'beefull of the 

" | HolyGhoſt andof power, and (o Steven,and Iohirthe Baptiſt, and grace 

15 faid to bee a power ſmilthings Bee ſtrong 'in the grace of G O''D, and ins 

the Power of his might,” 7 _— 

- | Now the reaſon -why-gadlinefſe hath power is, becauſe G OD 

hathpir'virtneintofit,as when'you ſee ſuch and ſuch an hearbe, have 

ſacha virtze init to doe ſuch and ſich athing, it 1s'becauſe God hath 

endued it with ſich apower, and ſo hath hee done wich' god7yne ſe, if 

therefore thou haſt any thing to doen religion, ſetonit, Haſt thou 

anyilaft to overcome? ſeron 1t, and ler mee {peake to thee as hee ſpake 

to Gideon, Goe on thou valiant maninthe might of the Lord. The pco- 

ple of 1/cltravelling to the land of (anaan,they faw the Citties wa! : 

RT; 5: 127 EEG 1500 ne vn 1 


q thats o 
— qc cw, A ORR 3 


is. i Mb. ad hs 


Þy a Wk es AAA ior en BE a. oo ee - 
NE” .- I" a. Load if ds cx - ag os + , 


0435 00% 


The deformed forme 


fed to heayen, and that the Gyants were there, the ſonnes of eFnaxy 
yer Toſhua biddeth thear bee of good comfort, and feate not, for the 
Lord would fight for them , and deliver their aaverſaries.intothein 
hands,fo though.you [ce dithculties inthe way to heavenyyer godlynes 
154 powerfult thing that will carrie you through ail, therefore like= 


wiſe the e-Lpoftle having prayed for the Epheſians thar they might 


PF), 3,i7 
to the end, 


not faint at his tribulations for them, which was their glorie, but 
that they might be ſtrengthened with might by his Spirit inthe inner 
ma1zto. comprehend with. all Saints the breadth, and. leogth, and 
depth, and height, and to know the love of Chriſt which paſkth 
kno wledge, which becauſe they might thinke they ſhould never bee 


able to doe, hee addeth to him that 15. able to doe avove all that wee 


can aske or thinks, according 20 the poWer that Worketh in 14s, to him bes 
all glerie as it hee ſhould have ſaid, G OD is able to doe it, and that 
by the power, which worketh. in him; ſo. ſuppoſe it bee to ſubdue 


 fomelults ofa fleſh,a thing ſo hard as youthink it will never be done; 


nay you conceive it to bea.thing ſo improbable,as that you are aſhamd 
to aske it, yet according to that power, which worketh in you, hee ts able 
to doe above all Wee aske or thinks and therefore he prayeth, that their 


eyes may bee opened, that they may, ſee the greatneſſe of the power that 


Wrought in them, and it was not that they might ſee and; looke at it 


idly, but for the uſe to ſerve their turnes, that they laying holdeof it, 


and uſing of it, might bee able to doe theſe things, which they defire 


| ſhould bee done, even ſuch things to which a mans ature is as unto- 
ward, as water is to heate whea their 1s none 1n-it, onely as Chriſt 
_ idto Marie, Belieue and you ſhall ſee the power of God, thou muſt go 


to God. for it by fauh.and God will ſhew it foorth unto you, and you 
ſhall haye #7475 of it, the end of faith ts not onely to apply: the promi- 
ſes of Iuſtification, but for Santtificationalſo, as for example hee hath 
promiſed to baptize you with the Holy GhoZ# as with fire, that is, 
with z2le-and other graces ofthe ſpirit, which muſt give them po- 
wer and ſtrengrth,and all that imme might not raighe in their mortall bo« 
dies, goe to RA Thea and urge him of his promiſe, and hee cannot 
deny you: When men therefore thinke to.excuſe them-ſelves by ſays 
ing, Iamnot able to doe ſuch a. thing, what will you have mee to 
doe?irtisno excuſe, for if they were but willing, itis all hee requireth 
of them,, the power, that belongeth to-God, which if men would but 
bclieve; and goe to him, hee would undoubtedly give it them. 
Icherefore gow aske thee, wouldſt thou turne to God? if-thou 
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wouldft overcome ſuch and ſucha luit of wncleanneſſe, drankenneſſe, 
&c. - bee it what it will bee, #t thou anfwere no, then thou act 


gultly condemned, thy blood bee upon thy owne head, but if thou ſay=- 


eit yes, thou would(t, then come'bur to G OD, bee reſolute to bee 
religious 11 good earneit, and I will affire thee hee will vouchſate 
thee power to doe it, The Apoſtle ſaith that G O D Would confirme 
them vntothe end, thatthey might bee blameleſſe in the day of the Lord 


3ESUS, for faith hee, GOD & faithful, hee hath ſard, hee hath 


i Cor, 


- 


prem/ed it, hee-ſhall breake his word it heedoe not, let mee reaſon it 


a/ittle with you, Is 1t notan acceptablerequeſtto gaetoG OD with 
all thy heart? and to faye, Lord, I deſire bur the power and frengeh to 
goe through with thy owne worke? Doſt thou thinke hee will not 
bcarethce? Remember Chritt, the onely Phyſirian, how readie hee 
was to heale men of their bodily difeaſes when they came vnto him, 
and hce hath not put off his naturenow: Doſt thou think: the power 


of death and. reſurreition were but fancies, or a notion? If not goe on, 
and. feare not, for as G OD faid to-loſoxa, fo ſhalt thon find himrs 
deale withthee, 7 will never leave thee, nor forſake thee, and ſo lcave 
ing what 1 have faid to your farther conſideration, 1 come roathird: . 


that ſeeing godlynes is ſuch a powerfull thing, as you have ſeenc 
that therefore youtake heed how you deceave your ſelves with fond 
Keliiesand purpoſes, that have no power, no force in them, ſo as to 
thinke that they will ſerve the turne, no yet a few, feeble, faint cn- 


dcavonrs.  1faye'to men that fet on religious contles without have- | 


ing their hearts chaoged, as Chriſt faid nnro his Diſciples, tarrie yee 
8n the Cretie, till yee bee enayed with peWer from on high, as if our S4- 
viour Chriſt ſhould have ſajd,if yee goe preſently into the world, yee 
will.not be able togoe through with your works:ſtay therefore with 
Faſting and prayer till you have received power from on high to car=- 
rie you throngh,for new pnrpoſes 11 a man that returnes to old nature, 
15 like neat winetnoldveſſells, they will breake the veſſells and bee too 


bigge for your hearts: it istherfore enough to take np now a purpoſe, - 


and begin to bee'diligent in your calling or fanaifying the Sabbath, 


| forit is impoſſible thar purpoſesſhouldliye in an heart that iscarnall, | 


for as. the ſoyle muſt be ſutable to every creature,or els it will not live | 


{ſo likewiſe you will never bee able to performe theſe purpoſes, 
F Ja the firſt place therefore labour to get new hearts, as the bottome 


to theſe purpoſes, which may be as the root togive ſapto the,forthen 


they wil live & grow io you,whenthere is aſoyle to ſuite-with them. 


Flow fo gef 
the power 


ef godlynes | 


. GE ee ee EO IEEE OI RESI. 


T ; The deformed forme +. 
. Secondly,oet power in believing C#ri# our Saviomr, when he came 
unto his countrey,it is ſaid,He world uot put foorth bis power to works 
many miracles there, why lo?one would have thought he ſhould ra- 
ther have wrought them there then any where elfc, bothfor his own 
honour,and the good of his countrey men.no place then was fitter for 
that thenit,yer there hee workes few or none,and the reaſon was, 


becanſe of thtir unbeliefe,they believed not, | ſothatit is the wantof 


| Aiith that holds Gods hands from ſtreogthning you, you will not I fay 


believe God, he hath ſworne(and it is not an old oath)that hee would - 


grant that we ſhould /erve him in godlynes, and holynes, allthe dayes of 


ewr life, when the widow came to Chriſt to be healed ofthe iſſue 


which {hehad had many yeares,it is ſaid,that wvertne went ont of hin, 
70 heale her becauſe ſhe believed, and though it have beenea ditcale;of 


never ſo many yeares,yetif he ſay be ye whole, it is no matter what 


the diſcaſe is,fo God be the Phyſitian, and therefore, believe. 
Thirdly, pray and furniſh yourſelves with all the graces of the ſpirze; 
not only gocabout things,but maintaine a ſtock, fallthe ciſterne every 
day, within whet andpointthe graces of God in-yon, for thein> 
ward man every day is fibjzet to decay, as well as the outward man, 
and doc not take aymeatyonrſelves,or at your. ſtreogth when you are 
 anagood mood,or by the preſent temper,for it vaniſhes if there bee 
not a ſupply from day to day,from grace within, 1f you doenot wher 
your ſoules every day. : - | 937-9 7% i 
Fourthly, iathe laſt place is this true, that many are partakers ofthe 
forme,that have not the power of goalynes,that when we.come to look 
on the faces of our churches, we finde the forme in many. but if wee 
"come unto their dealings,and cariages in private, | ye thall ſcarce finde 
the poWer, its as rareasthe other are frequent, 1n their profeſſion ins 
deed there is aforme,but yet ye ſhall findreligtous fervants,as idle as 
others,and wives as ſtubborne as others, husbands, and maſters, as 
like lyons in their families, and as falſe. 1n thetr dealings as others, if 
this be true (I ſay )as it is too true it is ſo, then he nor deceaved God is 
uot mocked, but try and examine your elfes heerein, forthe kingdome 
of God conſiſtsnot inword but in power, the Lord willnot jadge you 
according to yourintentions and purpoſes, but according to your 
workes,and-its not he that faith Zord, Lora, ſaall rmnherit the kingdome 
of heaven,but he that doth the will ofmy Father.&c. benot then chil- 
dren in underſtanding for to take counters for -gold, lay not out your 
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money for counterfeit things,be norfooles to take paines, and yet not 
have your turnes ſerved,let me ſpeake unto you as /ames dothyif you 
ſay yee have faith,ava not Workes, can wour faith ſave you? 1 fay if you 
have the forme of godlynes and not the power, will that ſave yon? if you 
would not þe deceaved then examine your ſtlyes: | 
Firſt ofall,ifthou doit more than nature,ſte that thou beeft not the x;5. marks 
fame manthou waſt,that thou ftandeſtnot upin the ſame troupe thou wherely ro 
did(t ut thou doſt thou haſt no-more but the form of godlines in thee, for know whe- 
if thou hadſt,it would turnethy nature,and add wings unto thee, mak- 77 mee 
ing thee ſoare higher then naturei] am able through Chriſt that fi&gth- inks yo 
ens. w4e.and thatnot to doc fome things but all things, he fayes not 1 godlynes ov 
doe purpoſe. or ' deſire, but Tamuableto doeall things,Cc, thoſe no” 
therefore that are able to ſtandagainſt forme luſts tharare againſttheir = 
diſpoſitions, butnot agaiaft all are weake, |and have not this power in 
them, it maybe thouart able to ſeryeGod whenthou art poore, but 
what art thou when the worlkd-comes in upon thee? thou art able to 
abſtainefromſias by uature,but god!ynes as we fay of Phyficke, helpes 
when nature failes, and ias-althongha natnrall man with his ſight ſee 
far, but with an optick glafſeiſces further, fo when natufe falls ſhort, 
Art helpes,as though by nature a man may meaſure or count, yet if he 
comes toa large piece of ground, or agreat ſumme, Art is required,fo 
though thou-mayeſt doe manythingsby nature, yet then goalines 
comes.it belpes out in things wherein nature failes, as Samipſen could 
doe many ordinary things by his owne ſtrength, but when he came to 
take downe or cary away the gatesofa citty, and to pull downe at 
houſe,it is ſtill ſfaid,the F:rit of the Lord came upon him; the Loyd Went 
| withhimand evenſoitis heere. "RPG 
Secondly,examine whether ye bee intrnth or no,for in Chriſt there 
are ſaid to be dead branches,as\well as living, that is thoſe have the 
forme as well as thoſe that have the poWey, but how are they diftin- Ih, 
guiſhed?the dead beare no fruit,and therefore as Iohn ſaid, every tree 
that bringeth not foorth good ſruite, God puts the axe to it, and ſo the 
three grounds they did not bring foorth fruite,examine therefore your 
ſelves whether ye be full of fruite or no, whether ye abound in good 
dutics or no,and doe them withan honeſt heart,tor therby the fourth 
ground is diſtinguiſhed from all the reſt. oe Ed be 
Thirdly examine whether ye hold out in tyme of tryall or not,whe= 
ther you are able to Approue your ſelves With 17 as thc Apoitie {ayes of 


. 


* 
% p . 
4. 2 ates | bo. tin A. i I 4 Aran v wi 
A ED os 


ES $4 IC ee oaths oe tc 1 
ESE I ate MESS i mor 
k py 


" | , < 7 - . A :, | | 

: "= i. —e ME BER Y v6." OC... . X + *+ S+ ts: 

M1 ” = . , TI 6 mix 4 "8 £ F005 a Ne FI F ; 7 * 

<0 7 +5 2 : . op” a Mans, = - : 

. © $4 : 5 q s CSP ER - PE 4 EO” AY & BS. ft 7 
Fx. £5 l a 


WHITTLE, - eb SALA 


4 ond of F. —_— 
by dat & 
» "e-; - 
» _- 
= . 


HhimC if. that bee did when bee was an trouble on everie fide.on the right 
La <, 4 d a thelett haid, inprofperitie, and in 4averſunze, the third 

rod et nvtout in temptation.and the realon was, bceaule they 
| +5 pg d'pih of earth,that is they wanted power, anda:t inward ſtock 
of grace f rh. is depth of earth, asa man chat keepes a great houſe, 
if nec ba» c ot 4 {t. cxabieto ſupply bim, he will ſoone prove banks 
rupt,and for a traJ.ſ-man. as yee fay,it hee be not diligent in his trade, 
aad follow it weli,and make his returnes; hee will ſooae breake, fo al« 


GO \viens man wants laward poWer, and an inward ſtock of graces to 


bears l:1s day!y £xpences out, hee will foone become bankerupt. 
Fourth!ly, everiegrace hath ſome propetrtie annexed to it,which 


dot!: {iſtinguith,and difference it {rom counterfeit, as in f4i:h vwfas. 


ned, laborious love patient hope, and thelike, | 

Thirdiy,take hcede leaſt 'ome luſt overcome all.and ſo luſt overtop 
a!l,1nd be predominant,as the praiſe of men,or a reſpeR of pleaſure, as 
at halke(you ſee Jrhough ſhe may loare and flic high yetſhe will have 
an cye tothe prey below, and ſo have hypocrites, ſee therefore that ye 
ſerve God un ſing lenes of heart, and not With eye ſervice,that you doe not 
harbour any 1ult within, for that will fſpoile all at laſt, as wetdes in a 
garden.if they be let alone,and not plucked up, they will overerun the 
whole hearbes.fo is it with ſin,if it be but ſuffered, though ir. be but a 
littie one at firit;yer it will ike a leproſie over-ſpread the whole man, 
ad therefore looke to that, that ſomeluſt doe not oyercome all in 
the ead,and 101 cnd for this textand time. ; x 
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